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The education sector has remained relatively constant
throughout many years until we met with the recent Covid-19
pandemic. The impact of the virus on education is so great and
has demanded immediate changes to the educational delivery
system. It has been said that if you fail to plan, you are planning
to fail; but no amount of planning would have prepared us for
Covid-19 as the virus is not a static target. It is capable of
mutating and the strategy to combat has to keep changing too.
One of the tools of learning for students not returning to
school due to safety concerns is online learning.

While many students have coped well with online learning,
many research studies found that students perform better
academically through face-to-face studies as compared to
online education. With face-to-face learning, students
generally have more discipline and more willpower as to when

| recall that when | was young, most people did not have the
opportunity for further studies after graduating from secondary
school. They had to pursue their professional learning by
attending night classes after work, although they were
exhausted after a busy working day. They had to squeeze time
to do revision and learn on their own. Some people attended
‘distance learning’ through televised teaching programmes.

Why were people previously able to learn by themselves
without advanced technology? This is because they have the
ability to learn independently.

Independent learning makes a student be active rather than
passive. Students with the ability to learn independently will try
their best, using different ways to find the answers by
themselves rather than just wait for teachers to tell them or
copying from their friends. Independent learning develops
problem solving skills, creativity and intellectual curiosity. This
will drive a student who has desire to study to explore and
understand more instead of learning just to pass the
examination.  Students who have independent learning
capabilities will be able to pursue their life goals. They know
what they need to be equipped with and are willing to be
trained to become better.
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they are studying at home. Studies have also shown that
students studying online generally fared worse compared to
their peers who are in class physically. Physical learning
provides an avenue for discussion as teachers and students
have more time at school. Students are also encouraged by
their peers in school through social interactions and this in
turn has resulted in a more desirable outcome in terms of
academic performance.

An alternative is hybrid learning where students learning
online also return to school for some face-to-face learning in
the school. For instance, students may study for three to four
days at home and attend school online for a day or two each
week. In this way, the students will have the opportunity to
spend more time with the teachers and their peers to discuss
the difficult topics to gain a better understanding. While
hybrid learning does provide some of the benefits of learning
in physical lessons, there are still some of the same challenges
that students face by learning from home - disruptions due to
weak internet connections, wavering willpower and adjusting
learning to suit the varying needs of a class (to name a few).
For parents and students who have reservations returning to
school, we wish to assure that the school has taken the
necessary precautions and adhere strictly to the SOP outlined
by the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health.
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A lot of students claim that learning online is not effective.
Actually it is the students who may not understand the role
of teachers has already changed in the 21st century.
Teachers in the 21st century are encouraged to be facilitators
of learning and knowledge navigators. Therefore, students
must equip themselves to master independent learning skills
to adapt regardless of being on-site, online or through hybrid
learning.

Independent learners are self motivated, reflective and are
able to think critically. They seek help from their teachers
only when necessary as they are prepared to use their own
initiatives to gather information from various sources in their
learning journey. They take ownership of their own learning
and are very focused to achieve their goals.
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CAMPUS PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE TRANSLATED

Sektor pendidikan kekal seperti kebiasaannya selama
bertahun-tahun sehingga kita berhadapan dengan pandemik
Covid-19 baru-baru ini. Kesan virus itu terhadap pendidikan
sangat besar dan telah menuntut perubahan segera kepada
sistem penyampaian pendidikan. Telah dikatakan bahawa jika
anda gagal merancang, anda merancang untuk gagal; tetapi
tiada sebarang perancangan akan menyediakan kita untuk
Covid-19 kerana virus itu bukan sasaran statik. la mampu
bermutasi dan strategi untuk memerangi virus ini perlu terus
berubah juga. Salah satu cara pembelajaran untuk pelajar
yang tidak kembali ke sekolah kerana bimbang dengan
keselamatan mereka ialah pembelajaran dalam talian.

Walaupun ramai pelajar berjaya mengadaptasi pembelajaran
dalam talian, banyak kajian penyelidikan mendapati pelajar
menunjukkan prestasi akademik yang lebih baik melalui
pengajian bersemuka berbanding pendidikan dalam talian.
Dengan pembelajaran bersemuka, pelajar secara amnya lebih
berdisiplin dan lebih berkemampuan berbanding dengan
mereka yang belajar di rumah. Kajian juga menunjukkan
bahawa pencapaian pelajar dalam talian secara amnya adalah
lebih rendah berbanding rakan sebaya mereka yang berada di
dalam kelas secara fizikal. Pembelajaran fizikal menyediakan
ruang untuk perbincangan kerana guru dan pelajar
mempunyai lebih banyak masa di sekolah. Pelajar juga

digalakkan oleh rakan-rakan mereka di sekolah melalui interaksi
sosial dan ini seterusnya telah membuahkan hasil yang lebih
diingini dari segi prestasi akademik.

Alternatifnya ialah pembelajaran hibrid di mana pelajar belajar
dalam talian juga kembali ke sekolah untuk beberapa mata
pelajaran secara bersemuka di sekolah. Sebagai contoh, pelajar
boleh belajar selama tiga hingga empat hari di rumah dan
menghadiri sekolah selama satu atau dua hari setiap minggu.
Dengan cara ini, pelajar akan berpeluang untuk meluangkan
lebih banyak masa bersama guru dan rakan sebaya
mereka untuk membincangkan topi yang sukar untuk
mendapatkan pemahaman yang lebih baik. Walaupun
pembelajaran  hibrid memang memberikan beberapa faedah
pembelajaran dalam  pelajaran  fizikal, masih terdapat
beberapa cabaran yang sama yang dihadapi oleh pelajar
dengan belajar dari rumah - gangguan akibat sambungan
internet yang lemah, kemahuan yang lemah dan menyesuaikan
pembelajaran agar sesuai dengan keperluan yang berbeza-
beza untuk kelas (sebagai beberapa contoh). Bagi ibu bapa
dan pelajar yang telah memilih untuk kembali ke sekolah,
kami ingin memaklumkan pihak sekolah telah mengambil
langkah berjaga-jaga yang perlu dan mematuhi SOP yang
digariskan oleh Kementerian Pendidikan dan Kementerian
Kesihatan.

WINNING THE 2022 YEAR OF TIGER COLOURING CONTEST

MGS prepares students to
pursue and excel in their
interests. With a variety of
techniques taught during
the art class, our students
have the advantage to use
their skills either in school
or during any external
events. Annabelle Leong
from MPS Standard 5 used
her creativity and the
techniques that she had
learned to win the 3rd prize
for the Upper Primary
category in the Year of the
Tiger Colouring Contest
organised by the Wong
Clan Association Negeri
Sembilan. Congratulations!

Go to the links here

SIN
CHEW

Annabelle Leong, Standard 5M, featured in Sin Chew and China Press newspapers.

CHINA
PRESS
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MPS STANDARD 1 - UNDERSTANDING NUMBERS IS NOT HARD!

S1A students busy arranging number cards in ascending
and descending order.

Ascending is
when the
small number
comes earlier

"It's easy. | can . "l like

arrange them : r » ascending and
in ascending descending
and order because |
descending - can arrange than the"Iarger
order." ' > 1 them." number.

y : | ) - Isabelle
Lingga, S1A Rayhana, S1A Annemarie

Koay, S1A

World Wildlife Day is celebrated worldwide every year on
3 March, 2022. This event is to raise awareness of the
wonderful animals and plants that we have in this world. In
MGS, a variety of exciting activities were conducted such
as presentations, a poster competition, an animated video
and a comic creation. A virtual celebration was organised
during the week for everyone where a compiled video of
important messages about wildlife including the work of
our students was shared with the students. We also
allowed our community to dress in attire associated with
animals and plants to celebrate this event. Donations were
encouraged to be made to World Wildlife Fund (WWF) -
Malaysia to support them in the work they do for our
wildlife.

"If we save our wild places, we will ultimately save
ourselves." - Steve Irwin

WORLP WE-PLIFEPAY

Video presentation in conjunction with World Wildlife Day Students happily dressed according to the theme
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MIS YEAR 7 - IDENTIFYING COMPUTER HARDWARE

Interesting pixel art created by Aasshman (left side) and
Priscilla (right side) in Year 3M.
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