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ADCOTE MATRIX

MESSAGE FROM MR NICHOLAS ROE ( HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL - PRIMARY) 
HOW CAN WE HELP STUDENTS FOCUS ON LEARNING RATHER THAN GRADES IN PRIMARY?

As we endwell a week of assessments in MISP, it has made
me reflect on - are we moving into a culture where our
students are becoming more focused on their grades for
assignments, rather than what they have actually learned? As
teachers do we praise students based on their grades rather
than their effort and improvement. When we talk to parents
do we emphasise student attainment through numbers and
letters rather than what the student has actually learned?

How can we shift the culture of grades being important, and
focus more on student learning more?

Language: The language that we use with our students is
very important. Do we tell our students that we are doing
this because this will create good grades?Should we be more
mindful to change our language that focuses on learning
rather than scores, motivating the students to understand
that the learning process is the important element.Our
language with parents should also shift, explaining about
consents and skills the students are demonstrating, rather
than emphasising on scores and grades.

Delaying telling the student the grade:  Should we allow the
students to read the comments and feedback on an
assignment or test and allow them to reflect on how they
could improve their work, maybe ask them to make
corrections, before revealing the score of grade. As teachers
and parents we should be discussing concepts they do not
understand, in the end this will improve understanding and
future learning - and higher grades?

Lowering the Stakes: Homework and formative assessments
should be seen by students as a chance to practise and
explore previous knowledge and learning, not to be seen as
something they are being tested on! 

Giving Students a Second Chance: As teachers, we spend a lot of
time reading through and providing a lot of feedback to students
on a daily basis, guiding them on positive elements of a piece of
work and the next steps forward. Do we allow them the
opportunity to act on our feedback and have a second chance at
an assignment or a piece of work after having guidance on how it
can be improved? Do we offer a retake test after a student knows
what they didn’t fully understand - not to improve their score or
grade, but to improve their learning and understanding of a
concept of skill. 

Extrinsic v’s Intrinsic Motivation: Are we putting pressure on our
students to perform by having a high score, possibly decreasing
the enjoyment of learning and and more than likely increasing the
fears of failure? 

Are grades always a good measure of a student's learning or
potential - what about the students who aren't good at
memorising facts, the students who cannot perform on the day,
but throughout the year have outstanding assignments? Are we
doing an injustice to these students by making grades so
important?

Allowing self-assessment rubrics is starting to break these barriers
by involving students in the process of marking their own work -
giving students ownership of their own learning and enhancing
their metacognition skills.

In an ideal world we would stop grading altogether and allow
students to learn for the pure pleasure of learning. In reality this
will not happen, grades determine placement and ranking. How
can we challenge these set ideas and create more accurate,
collaborative and less stressful classrooms and learning
environments?How can you change at home to make learning the
focus of an assignment, not the grade at the top of the piece of
paper?
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Congratulations to Raja Amirah Aisyah & Raja Muhammad Fateh on
Their Achievements in the Swimming Championship

Raja Muhammad Fateh brought home an impressive collection of medals, including two bronze, one
silver, and three golds, while Raja Amirah Aisyah delivered strong performances across all her events.
Both of them are eagerly looking forward to representing Adcote Matrix School in the upcoming MSSNS
Swimming Championship in early July 2024. We are confident that, with continued support and
dedication, they will achieve even greater heights.
Let us all join in congratulating Raja Amirah Aisyah and Raja Muhammad Fateh on their fantastic
achievements and wish them the very best for their future competitions!

Parvin secured 6 gold medals and set 5 new individual
records along with 1 relay record.

His victories include:
50m Butterfly: New Record
50m Freestyle: New Record
100m Freestyle: New Record
50m Backstroke: New Record
4x100m Mixed Relay: New Record

We are incredibly proud of his success and look forward
to seeing him continue to excel in his swimming career.
Congratulations, Parvin, on your  performance and well-
deserved victories!

Congratulations to Parvin for Outstanding Performance at Negeri
Sembilan Inter Club (NSIC)

Congratulations to Vissnupriya -
Winner of Chess Competition
(MSSD Seremban)

We are equally excited to congratulate
Vishnupriya for her outstanding
achievement in winning the chess
competition at MSSD Seremban in the
Under 15 Girls category!

Congratulations, Vissnupriya, and best
wishes for your future competitions!
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MPS Ocean Day 

Warm-up Activity

Early morning activity aims to shape the student’s well-being. Warm-up games are fantastic
and perfect way to get students more fresh and energetic. Hence, Standard 3A students
engage in various educational games likes puzzle, word search and hidden object. Games is
not only entertaining but able to increase their critical thinking. Other advantages are:

1) Upgrade student’s cognitive ability
2) Cooperation and collaboration
3) Develop student’s creativity and imagination

They are arranging the
puzzles following the
alphabets

Lai Yu Hyun and Iris are
searching the words



The pupils of Standard 2M are bustling with creativity as they embark on a heart-warming
project: crafting personalized Father's Day cards. Armed with an array of colourful papers, colour
pens and pencils, these budding artists are pouring their hearts into each card they create.
Guided by their teachers, these young artists are pouring their affection into each card, writing
heartfelt messages and drawing memories they share with their fathers. The students are
channelling their affection and gratitude into their creations. With every stroke created, they are
expressing their love for their dads in the most genuine and heartfelt way possible.
Through this hands-on activity, our students are not only celebrating Father's Day but also
learning the joy of giving from the heart and fostering bonds with their dads.
These handmade Father's Day cards serve as more than just gifts—they are tokens of love and
appreciation that will be cherished for years to come. As Father's Day approaches, let's celebrate
the creativity and love of our young artists as they showcase their talents and gratitude through
these heartfelt cards. After all, there's no better gift than one made with love from the heart of a
child.

Mid-Term examination for lower
secondary students will be
carried for one week from 10th
June 2024. Students were
preparing for the examination
during the class registration.

Mid-Term Examination
preparation

Checking the exam timetable, seating plan and exam
topics from the Info Board apart from revising
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Hosanna and Joanna are jotting down their
thoughts as messages for their fathers.

Orchid and Aidan immerse themselves in
crafting heartfelt messages.

Gauraav and Tarshan penning messages with
deep affection.



YEAR 3:  Unlocking Fun and Learning: Board Games in Primary Mandarin Class
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This term, Year 3 students participated in a series of engaging board games specifically
curated to make learning Mandarin both fun and effective. This fun activity is in our
primary Mandarin class designed to enhance students' Chinese character recognition and
reading skills.
Our primary objectives with this initiative are to enhance Chinese character recognition
and improve reading skills through interactive and engaging methods. By incorporating
board games into the curriculum, we aim to provide repeated exposure to common
Chinese characters, facilitating better recognition and familiarity. Additionally, these
games are designed to include reading components, helping students to practice and
enhance their reading proficiency in Mandarin. Collaborative learning is also a key focus,
as students will work in groups, fostering teamwork and mutual support. Ultimately, we
strive to make learning enjoyable, cultivating a genuine love for the Mandarin language
among students.
The board games include a variety of challenges and tasks that require students to
identify, read, and use Chinese characters. Each game is tailored to different skill levels,
ensuring that all students can participate and benefit regardless of their proficiency. For
example, one of the games involves vocabulary reading or translation while another game
requires students to form sentences using given characters, promoting their ability to
read and construct meaningful phrases in Mandarin.
During these sessions, students will work in small groups, encouraging them to
collaborate and support each other in the learning process. Our aim is to create a lively
and interactive environment where students feel comfortable practicing their language
skills while having fun.


