ISSUE 55.

MGS ECHO

NULLI SECUNDA - SECOND TO NONE

10 April 2020

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
PRIVATE SCHOOL

MESSAGE FROM THE CAMPUS PRINCIPAL

School closure remains as the Movement Control Order (MCO) has been extended to
28 April 2020 as announced by the Malaysian Prima Minister, YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin.

The current situation with COVID-19 has forced us to adapt to living our life outside of the usual ‘normalities’ of our daily routines. Collectively,
it is a trying time for students, teachers, parents and guardians alike. Students have to adapt to ways of learning that demand more intrinsic
discipline than usual. Each child’s focus and resilience is being pushed to the limits to enable them to remain on task, without the normal routine
of the classroom. Teachers are having to adopt new teaching methodologies to engage and motivate their students to learn and work on their
assignments. Meanwhile, parents and guardians are making greater sacrifices to ensure their children/wards remain in MGS, with the impact of
the Movement Control Order (MCO) on a multitude of businesses and jobs.

As we continue with online learning in MGS, we are seeing the ongoing progress that our students are making in their learning. Some wonderful
examples of their work can be found in the MGS Echo and also on some of our other social media platforms. We thank the staff, parents,
guardians and, most importantly, the students for their efforts. We would kindly ask that parents and guardians allow their child/ward, where
necessary, to complete work independently. This learning experience will allow them to develop their adaptability, enquiry, resilience and
resourcefulness — skills they require to be learners for life.

We have planned for continuous learning during the MCO and are planning for extra lessons when the school commences again (hopefully from
the 15t April onwards) during CCA time. Once we return to school, we will continue to implement measures for the wellbeing and development
of our community. Social distancing in classrooms and in the canteen will be enhanced. As a precaution, activities that involve mass gatherings
will be further tightened. In addition to conducting assemblies in individual classes, we will also postpone all CCA activities as strict social
distancing is impossible for CCAs. Further details will be shared with the MGS community once the MCO has been uplifted or amended for us
to return to school.

Once again, thank you to all the parents/guardians for your cooperation to supervise the study of your children/wards during the MCO. And to
the students, continue to study hard for your future. This pandemic is not the first nor will it be the last. By being better prepared, you will be
able to overcome any future crisis that comes.

In closing, as the famous saying goes, ‘Every cloud has a silver lining.” Although, we may face difficulties in the days to come, we will be able
to get through this and better days will follow.
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Keadaan semasa berikutan pandemik COVID-19 telah memaksa kita untuk menyesuaikan diri dengan
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kehidupan di luar normaliti rutin harian. Ternyata, ini merupakan waktu yang mencabar bagi kesemua
pelajar, guru, ibu bapa dan penjaga. Pelajar perlu menyesuaikan diri dengan cara pembelajaran yang
memerlukan disiplin diri yang lebih tinggi dari rutin pembelajaran di kelas. Para guru perlu
menggunakan metodologi pengajaran baru untuk terus menarik minat pelajar dan mengekelkan
motivasi mereka untuk membuat tugasan yang diberikan. Manakala, ibu bapa dan penjaga harus
membuat pengorbanan yang lebih besar untuk memastikan anak-anak mereka kekal di MGS
disebabkan oleh banyak perniagaan dan pekerjaan yang terjejas akibat Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
(PKP).

Perkembangan para pelajar dapat dilihat dalam usaha pembelajaran atas talian yang diteruskan di
MGS. Beberapa contoh tugasan pelajar telah disiarkan dalam MGS Echo dan juga di platform media
sosial MGS. Terima kasih diucapkan kepada kakitangan, ibu bapa, penjaga dan terutamanya para
pelajar atas usaha mereka. Kami meminta jasa baik para ibu bapa dan penjaga untuk, selagi boleh,
membiarkan para pelajar menyelesaikan tugasan mereka sendiri. Pengalaman pembelajaran sebegini
membolehkan mereka mengasah kemahiran untuk menyesuaikan diri dengan keadaan, memupuk
ketekunan dan mengasah kepintaran yang merupakan antara kemahiran penting dalam pembelajaran
sepanjang hayat.

Di MGS, rancangan pembelajaran berterusan telah dijadualkan sepanjang PKP. Malah, usaha untuk
mengadakan pengajaran tambahan telah dirancang apabila sekolah dibuka kelak. Apabila sekolah
dibuka semula, kami akan terus mengambil langkah-langkah untuk memastikan kesejahteraan komuniti
MGS. Penjarakan sosial di bilik darjah dan kantin akan dipertingkatkan. Sebagai langkah berjaga-jaga,
perhimpunan mingguan akan dijalankan secara berasingan di dalam bilik darjah dan aktiviti CCA akan
ditunda. Maklumat lanjut akan dikongsi bersama komuniti MGS apabila sekolah di buka kelak.

Sekali lagi, ingin kami ucapkan ribuan terima kasih kepada para ibu pada/penjaga di atas kerjasama
yang diberikan untuk mengawasi pembelajaran anak anak di kala PKP. Kepada para pelajar pula,
teruskan usaha untuk masa depan anda. Pandemik ini bukanlah yang pertama kali berlaku di dunia,
dan ia bukan juga yang terakhir. Dengan persedian diri yang baik, segala dugaan dapat ditempuhi biar
apapun krisis yang melanda.

Di akhir kata, setiap ujian ada hikmahnya. Kita perlu cekal mengharungi dugaan kali ini untuk kita lebih
tabah menempuhi dugaan di hari mendatang.
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Keeping up with MGS Students as they LEARN FROM HOME

[ 13

Form 5 students have been learning Biology with Ms Tan
through Skype video call three times per week to ensure
students are on track with their lessons in preparation for
SPM examinations.

Students interacted well with the teacher, as well as with
their peers during the lessons. They enjoy learning from
home as they can have drinks & snacks while having the
lessons. The lessons have been conducted at night as
feedbacks from the students are the WiFi signals are
stronger then.

Apart from using Skype video calls, the class are actively
engaged through Google Classroom with students

getting individual feedback from Ms Tan regarding their
homework submitted via this portal.

From our oldest students to our youngest

Ms Julie's class in MIS Early Years did not miss out on their
own experience to interact using video calls.

The class worked on their verbal skills to discuss why they
had to stay at home, what MCO stood for and how it
would keep them safe. Then, the children showed their
completed school work that was given to them earlier.

The children felt very excited and important to be
learning using this ‘grown up’ method. They were very
happy to see their friends and even played a game of
Simon Says.

The session was a way for Ms Julie to simply get in touch
with the students and ease the minds that despite all
these changes, their teachers are still here and life is not
at a stand still.

Isolation
by Taarhann Ravi, Year 11

The process of being segregated
from everyone is almost
incomprehensible to me. | have
never felt this amount of boredom
ever. | am stuck in my room doing
my online homework given by my
teachers through an online
classroom and the only source of
entertainment | am getting is
scrolling through social media.

Every morning, | hope to listen to the beautiful choir of
birds singing a soothing melodic chorus which would
surely brighten up my day. However, living in a place
where | am surrounded by houses, | could only hear the
relentless rusting noise from the engines of a lawnmower.
This will never give me the boost to start my day. At least
the sun would shine through my window and rays of warm
pastels would flow like a river and colour every detail in my
room, and in hopes of filling the world with its light.

Usually in the morning, my room would be cold but today
it was not. My ceiling fan seemed to be working just fine.
However, the room keeps getting warmer. Droplets of
sweat started rolling down my face and, combined with
other droplets, they hung under my chin like a sleeping
bat. | felt like my skin was crying due to the heat but | had
to stay in my room until | finished with my assignments.
There was no escaping.

Everyone is behaving like there is nothing to achieve
during this period of isolation; people wasting their time
watching online videos, playing games and just laying on
their bed all day. | feel this is the only time where we can
spend quality time with our families and really focus on
ourselves. For me, | have used this time to thoroughly
think through the options that | am looking forward to
pursuing after my examinations.

Besides that, | miss my friends. Memories of hanging out
and chit-chatting with them stay in my mind. My room is
filled with pictures of my friends and every time | look at
the pictures, | would feel nostalgic. | would then recall all
those things that we did and it would just make me smile;
from crazy laughs to even the scariest moments. | always
wish that these times would come again and we would all
experience them together for the last time before life splits
us apart.

This isolation is going to end in a few weeks time. Thinking
about how long | have to suffer, makes me want to run
away from my house. However, it is for the best to confine
ourselves since the world is in a crisis. Up to this point, |
have learned to appreciate all the little things in life and
not to forget about the people who have made me happy.
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MIS Primary weekly challenge on
Google Classroom

MIS Primary students have been working hard at
home on learning projects based around the
themes of their IPC units. They receive feedback
and support from their teachers on their
assignments to ensure that quality learning
continues.

They are also now set a weekly challenge on
Google Classroom. This week's challenge has
been inspired by children around the world, who
are showing their support for the essential
workers by creating and displaying posters with
rainbows and messages of thanks and support to
spread hope during the threat of COVID-19.

= OUR  [RAE

WARRIORS

Many students have risen to the challenge with
some colourful artwork and inspiring messages

‘gﬂwhﬂﬁkd THANK You fOR YOUR HRDwxy
sacifices iohdpmroﬂf,hm! AND  SiciFies To My
' The BATLE VS COMD-H

IPA'S |

which they are now posting in their windows at
home to demonstrate their gratitude for front
liners in our community and across Malaysia.

The quest for
IGCSE must
go on!

Precious family time

| have been coping well with the MCO
and did my duty by not going outside my
house. At first, it was hard to stay inside all

the time but | soon got over it as | realised
this was an opportunity for me to spend
more time with my beloved family and
talk to my friends online.

Cooking is my
main activity
during this
period as it

try out new
and creative

Mashed
.., potatoes with
sausages
anyone?

- Mariya Plavs'ka, Standard 5

These are among
the masterpieces
created by our
artistic Year 11
student, Siow
Thon Earn, who is
in the process of
completing her
coursework for
IGCSE Art.

IMBAU KEMBALI Aktiviti Membaca di MGS

Antara aktiviti pengukuhan Bahasa Melayu yang dijalankan sepanjang tahun
di MPS adalah memantapkan kemahiran membaca dimana murid bukan
sahaja dikehendaki untuk memahami teks yang diberi, malah mereka perlu
menaakul dan menghayatinya untuk menerangkan kembali isi kandungan
teks. Murid melaksanakan aktiviti tersebut secara berkumpulan dan
membentangkan hasilnya pada akhir pembelajaran. Manakala guru pula
bertindak sebagai fasilitator. Ini bertujuan untuk meningkatkan keyakinan
murid bertutur dalam Bahasa Melayu dan mememastikan bahawa murid
benar-benar menghayati isi kandungan yang telah mereka baca.

Diharapkan pada waktu Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP) ini, murid murid
terus membaca di rumah supaya kemahiran Bahasa Melayu yang telah

dipupuk di sekolah tidak pudar.
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Matrix Art Prize is back! MATRIX ART PRIZE

Inspired by the very prestigious annual art award in 2 0 2 O
London, the Turner Prize, the Matrix Art Prize 2020 marks
the second year for this campus-wide art competition. With
the aim to allow students to express their inherent creative
thoughts and create artwork that has a connection to their OO P
lives, this year's challenge will be more interesting as the
MGS Art Department has extended an invite to all schools |
in Seremban to participate. e w. ; Entries Due
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With the theme '‘Me and My Seremban’, MGS students
aged 10 and above are invited to take up the challenge
and stand a chance to win RM350 in cash, plus the
opportunity to exhibit the submitted works in the Matrix s

Art Gallery that will be held sometime in July 2020. To Category A: Age 10 to 13 yoars old subloct bt sk have 3 thome of

Category B : Age 14 and above what Seremban means to you)
enter, simply hand in your artwork to your respective art

Prizes
teachers. Winner x2 - RM350+Certificate

Runner up x2 - RM200+Certificate Exhibition Entries

People’s Champlon (Student Vote) - RM100 + Certificate ot ol ard i
Art is a platform to elucidate the joys, passions and views TS Whmtes 8 e mvsoss sn oy 2080

of the world around you. So make full use of your time
during this school closure and show off your artistic skills!

Keep Fit with MCO Workouts by MGS Sports Leaders

Follow the MGS PE Department on Instagram @mgs__sports to keep up with their daily posting of workouts to keep a
healthy mind and body. There will be HIIT (high-intensity interval training) sessions, yoga, family challenges with videos
created by our Sports Leaders to lead the online workout sessions. Maintain an active MCO life with us and join in the fun!
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Catch the Acting Head of MIS Secondary as

f LIVE she shares some ideas to inspire teens with

Crantive Actnatias to creative activities to remain active and

Inspire Teenage Minds promote positive minds while they are
13 April | 10am staying at home during school closure.

Watch the discussion online at Matrix Global

Schools’ Facebook page.
With Dornehl Kitching

Seeling Knowledge ; Opening Minds
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