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“Extraordingry
people survive
under the most
. terrible
circumstances
and they become
more
extraordinary
because of it.”

William Robertson
Davies

(Canadian novelist,
playwright, critic,
journalist, and
professor)

‘Learning together even when we are apart.’ This is the new norm in education that
our generation of students will now face during the COVID-19 pandemic where the
date of opening of school seems to be a moving target and keeps getting postponed,
the latest being at least until 18th February 2021, when the latest MCO ends.

Worldwide, it was estimated by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) that at the peak of school closure in April 2020 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, more than 1.6 billion students in 194 countries were
affected. With the shift away from the classroom in many parts of the globe and
after students having experienced the benefits of online learning, there is now a
debate on whether the adoption of online learning should continue post-pandemic.

Research carried out by The Research Institute of America, in 2016 shows that on
average, students retain 25-60% more material when learning online compared to
only 8-10% in a classroom. This is mostly due to the students being able to learn
faster online; e-learning requires 40-60% less time to learn than in a traditional
classroom setting because students have more control of their learning and can learn
at their own pace, going back and re-reading, skipping, or accelerating through
concepts that they have already mastered.

In his book, 21 Lessons for the 21st Century, published in 2018, Yuval Noah Harari
outlines how schools still continue to focus on traditional academic skills and rote
learning, rather than on skills such as critical thinking and adaptability, which are
more important for success in the future. Could a change in the education delivery
system through online learning, using appropriate technology, be the catalyst to
create a new, more effective method of educating students? ‘When one door of
happiness closes, another opens; but often we look so long at the closed door that
we do not see the one which has opened for us’' (Helen Keller, American author).
When we bemoan what COVID-19 has taken from us, we should rejoice that new
doors are being opened to us.

Yes, online learning may be the way forward for us in the future. However, there are
many issues that need to be addressed for online learning to be fully effective. The
main concerns are the availability of supporting technology, training for students and
teachers and the variation in learning amongst different age groups. It has been
observed that while older students are more open to online learning, younger
children require a structured environment for effective learning as they are more
easily distracted.

We, in MGS, will explore the possibility of having hybrid classes to cater for students
who like to study on-site or online. It will be challenging but we have a duty to be
able to provide the best education for our students in a medium that is most
effective for them.

Encouraging attendance during the online classes
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'Belajar bersama walaupun berjauhan’. Inilah norma baharu dalam pendidikan yang perlu dihadapi oleh generasi pelajar-pelajar
kita di kala pandemik COVID-19 di mana tarikh pembukaan sekolah seolah-olah seperti sasaran yang tidak tetap dan
ditangguhkan, paling lewat sekurang-kurangnya sehingga 18 Februari 2021, apabila MCO yang terkini berakhir.

Di seluruh dunia, Pertubuhan Pendidikan, Sains dan Kebudayaan Pertubuhan Bangsa-Bangsa Bersatu (UNESCO) telah
menganggarkan bahawa lebih 1.6 bilion pelajar di 194 negara telah terjejas dengan penutupan sekolah di kemuncak bulan April
2020. Dengan peralihan cara pembelajaran di serata dunia dari bilik darjah ke dalam talian, kini timbul pendapat bahawa
pembelajaran dalam talian adalah berfaedah dan harus diteruskan di era pasca-pandemik.

Kajian yang dijalankan oleh The Research Institute of America pada tahun 2016 menunjukkan bahawa secara puratanya, pelajar
dapat mengekalkan apa yang dipelajari 25-60% lebih banyak apabila belajar di dalam talian berbanding 8-10% sahaja apabila
belajar di dalam kelas. Ini kerana para pelajar dapat belajar dengan lebih pantas; pembelajaran dalam talian memerlukan kurang
40-60% masa pembelajaran berbanding cara biasa di dalam kelas kerana pelajar dapat mengawal sendiri rentak pembelajaran
mereka dengan mengulang kembali, melangkau, atau mempercepatkan pembelajaran pada konsep yang telah mereka kuasai.

Dalam bukunya, 21 Lessons for the 21st Century yang diterbitkan pada tahun 2018, Yuval Noah Harari menggariskan bahawa
sistem persekolahan masih lagi menumpukan pada kemahiran akademik tradisional dan pembelajaran secara hafalan, dan
bukannya pada kemahiran seperti pemikiran kritis dan kemampuan menyesuaikan diri, yang lebih penting untuk berjaya di masa
depan. Adakah cara penyampaian ilmu melalui saluran dalam talian, menggunakan teknologi yang bersesuaian, boleh menjadi
pemangkin kaedah baru yang lebih berkesan dalam mendidik pelajar? ‘Apabila satu pintu ditutup, yang lain akan terbuka. Tetapi
kita selalu mengenangkan pintu yang ditutup hingga tidak dapat melihat yang terbuka untuk kita.” (penulis dari Amerika, Helen
Keller). Daripada kita terus merungut tentang apa yang telah diambil oleh pandemik COVID-19, adalah lebih baik jika kita
menerima peluang baru ini dengan hati yang terbuka.

Ya, pembelajaran di dalam talian mungkin akan menjadi cara baru di masa akan datang. Namun, terdapat pelbagai isu yang harus
ditangani sebelum ia menjadi benar-benar berkesan. Antara isu-isu utama adalah ketersediaan teknologi sokongan, latihan bagi
para pelajar dan guru serta teknik pembelajaran yang berbeza mengikut peringkat umur. Berdasarkan pemerhatian, pelajar-
pelajar kecil memerlukan persekitaran yang lebih berstruktur bagi sesi pembelajaran yang efektif berbanding pelajar-pelajar
besar yang mampu berdikari untuk belajar.

Kami di MGS sedang meneroka kemungkinan untuk menjalankan kelas hibrid bagi kemudahan pelajar-pelajar di dalam kelas
mahupun di dalam talian. Ini adalah usaha yang mencabar, tetapi kita mempunyai kewajipan untuk memberikan pendidikan yang
terbaik menggunakan medium yang paling berkesan bagi pelajar-pelajar kita.
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“l understand that each image represents 2 counts.”
- Titan Ang, Year 1
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VOLUNTEER TO Volunteering can help you gain confidence by giving you the chance to try

HELP' MPS something new and build a real sense of achievement. The Moral Studies
° Department’s task for last week was for students to offer their help around

Mo RAL trTei r homes.
EDUCATION |

W
“To make my house tidy, | help to

“Helping to make soup is fun.” ‘ “Vroom, vroom, | am helping to

“I enjoy helping my brother learn to read.”

- Jei ” vacuum my living room.”

- Fam Jun Ran, Standard 1 Jeivan Chua, Standard 1 _ Leekjeqey;:/ g;e St;)ay;aard ) " Chloe Aristella. Form 1
WH AT TYPE OF Rainforests are the Earth's oldest living ecosystems. The rainforests are
important to us. Even though it covers only 6 % of the Earth's surface yet
PLANTS & they contain more than half of the world's plant and animal species! In the
IPC unit entitled ‘Saving The World’ our Year 3 created a diorama of the

ANIMALS LIVE IN layers of the rainforest. They learned about different types of plants and

animals that can be found at different layers based on their unique

TH E RAI N Fo REST? capabilities to survive and the type of food that they eat to survive.
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"Look at the eagle and butterfly ot an emergent layer.” e orest g layer lsekectiti
- [0o Kai Zhen, Year - Althea Reinielle, Year 3 - Joshua Wong, Year 3

WORLD CANCER DAY
DIGITAL POSTER

4

“TTUSHIT
15. T o In conjunction with the celebration of World
ETAY Cancer Day on 4th February 2021, our MIS
* Year 7M have been assigned to make posters in
STHUNG' their Digital Art class to create awareness of
the disease and show their support. They gain
the skills to make effective posters by using a
few digital tools like Canva and Adobe
Photoshop. The students managed to come up

s V) 4 L . . .
’ 4 with impressive artwork by applying some of
s 4 the tips shared with them.
"Let's spread the awareness." Stay strong.
- Lee Jia Zheng, Year 7 - Nilesh Shan Nair, Year 7
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BOARDING HOUSE
NEWS

We are really happy to welcome our boarders of Form 5, Cohort
2020 and Year 11 back to the Boarding House (BH) after the
long closure. Our BH staff will always try their best to guide
boarders to follow the strict SOP on health. Many measures
have been taken by our BH staff to ensure the safety of our
boarders whilst they assist them to prepare for the examination
in the most conducive way possible.

Before the BH reopened, the BH team had attended a
Environmental and Terminal Cleaning workshop which was
done virtually. It was organised by Nexus Health Solution with
Dr. Harpreet as the speaker. The session was very informative
as our BH staff were given insight on the latest updated COVID
-19 issues and how the effective prevention measures should be
carried out.

Pasting SOP at the common areas for easier

reference
NEW SOP Implemented at the Boarding House

One boarder per room with Individual seating arrangement during meal time Students’ body temperatures are checked 3
preparatory time inside his/her times daily
own room

Reflections of a Boarder - Muhammad Hafiq, MPS Form 5

2020 was not the good year that everyone had wished. COVID-19
has been really getting out of hand for me and my batch mates. It was
hard for us because the online classes really wore us out. When the
school and the boarding house reopened, | was very happy. Livingin a
boarding house is not that hard as all the SOPs have been well
defined by the school, and we have been practising them everywhere.

On the first day in the boarding house, the house parent gave us a
warm welcome and explained the SOPs to us. For me, it's easier to
study in a boarding house as there are less distractions because we
are all alone in the room. Although | cannot chit chat with my friends
in the room, we have the common area to spend time with them. So
far it has been good to stay in the boarding house and | hope it will be
the same for the rest of my stay here.

"l can concentrate better studying in the BH."
- Muhammad Hafiq, Form 5
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