
 

We are delighted that our boarders have continued to portray their school pride by wearing the appropriate school 
uniform based on the rules published in MGS Student-Parent Handbook revised in September 2019. BH Parents 

continuously monitor the boarders’ appearance to ensure they are smart and presentable as they leave for school. The 
Handbook can be accessed online on our school website.  

The BH Sports Team has now started to make its mark in volleyball under the guidance of BH Parent, Mr Shamim. The 
team has actively coordinated friendly matches with other schools within the district to gradually improve their 
performance. We will continue to support the team and we are confident that they will do their best in future matches. 

The BH Vegetable Garden continues to bear fruit. The   boarders have branched out from growing mustard greens to 
planting the bitter gourd. They have also started to expand their garden, making use of any ground area available, to plant 
papaya trees! 

Starting from the 1st week of October, the BH has started providing supper to all boarders. We are also encouraging 
boarders who prefer to eat their own food to have their supper together with the rest. With the allocated time to eat, we 
hope this will deter boarders from coming out of their rooms late at night to look for snacks. 

As usual, our alternate weekend trip remains for boarders to buy their personal 
necessities. This month it is to AEON Shopping Centre in S2 and Palm Mall. We 

have also started a challenging Spelling Competition and a colourful   Ranggoli 
competition in view of the Festival of Lights (Deepavali). Traditional Games Night 
and strolling to the Car Boot Sale in X-Park Sendayan remain every Friday, as well 
as visits to d’Tempat Country Club for games. 

Finally, the MGS BH team would like to take this opportunity to wish all boarders, 
parents and staff a very Happy Deepavali. May this ‘Festival of Lights’ bring joy 
and happiness to everyone. 
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FROM THE MGS BOARDING HOUSE TEAM

MGS Boarding House Contact Info 

General Boarding House email is 
mgs.bh.ft@matrixschools.edu.my 

The MGS Boarding House main 
handphone number is 016 336 2181

GENTLE REMINDER TO PARENTS AND BOARDERS 

Parents who wish to take their children home or allow them to go out with 
a third party or by Grab, need to send an email seeking approval from the 
BH Team 2 days in advance. Last minute approval is only given for 

emergency cases. The safety of all Boarders is our main concern.
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ACTIVITIES IN THE BOARDING HOUSE

Spelling Competition 

As part of the effort to strengthen the skills of English as 
the main language used in our global BH family, BH 
Parent Mr Selva has taken the initiative to organise a 
spelling competition to increase the students’ 
vocabulary. The contest proved to be quite challenging 
with only 2 boarders (1 male and 1 female boarder) 
getting 9 words correct out of 10. Let’s support them to 
score better in the next round!

Gardening Session 

Look how big and healthy the bitter gourds have 
grown with care from the boarders! They are now ripe 
and ready to be harvested.  

The boarders are learning the benefit and joy of 
growing their own food. They have now started 
growing papaya trees. 

Supper Time at BH 

Studying uses a lot of brain energy and as growing 
teenagers, we understand that the boarders are 
constantly hungry for food! Therefore, a supper time is 
now scheduled into the boarders’ daily routine from 
9.00pm - 9.30pm after prep time in the pantry. We are 
starting out with flavoured buns and planning to add to 
the variety of bread spread like butter or kaya, savoury 
kuih and perhaps nasi lemak too. This will also act as 
another get together time for the boarders to bond 
daily.



To get the BH in the mood for Deepavali celebration, the 

boarders worked together to create the colourful traditional 

Indian decor, the Ranggoli. Rangoli is an art form originating 

from India in which patterns are created on the floor or the 

ground using materials such as coloured rice, dry flour, coloured 

sand or flower petals. It is usually made during Deepavali or other 

Hindu festivals to bring good luck.
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ACTIVITIES IN THE BOARDING HOUSE

RANGOLI COMPETITION

FRIENDLY VOLLEYBALL MATCH

Our versatile BH Parent, Mr Shamim, has now taken the role as coach to the BH Sports Team. The team had their second 
friendly volleyball match of the term, this time against Sekolah Menengah Sains Tuanku Munawir (SASER), one of the well 
known all-boys boarding schools in the state. It was a good match and our players have gained a lot of pointers to improve 
their game. 

Scores of the matches were 1st set: SASER 25 - MGS 22, 2nd set: SASER 25 - MGS 17, 3rd Set: MGS 25 - SASER 17, 4rd Set: 
SASER 25 - MGS 21 and 5th Set: SASER 25 - MGS 14



Kim Dong Gyu, Year 10 

In Ulsan, South Korea, when I wake 
up, I always eat breakfast such as rice 
and soup before washing up. I then 
prepare for school and within minutes 
I am off to school. In school, I love to 
eat Ramen and Kimchi. They are my 
favourites. I like Mathematics and I 
am very good at it but I hate Science 
as it is tough so I struggle to score in 
the science test. After school, I will  
go for tuition for Mathematics and 
English for 3 tiring hours. Then I will 
go home and do revision and 
homework for about 1-2 hours. In 
South Korea, all the students study the whole day and we are very 
hardworking. But in Malaysia, it is less stressful and we have more 
freedom. In my family, it is very important to respect and greet 
people who are older than you. We must also let them eat first 
when we are having a meal.
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THE LIFE AND CULTURE OF SOUTH KOREANS

Chung Jonguk, Year 10 

In my hometown of Seoul, South 
Korea, I will take a bath first and then 
eat breakfast. I normally eat rice and 
ramen for breakfast and my favourite 
food is samgyeopsal (a popular 
Korean dish which has meat that is 
commonly served as an evening 
meal). The meat is usually neither 
marinated nor seasoned, and cooked 
on a grill at the dining table. I like the 
PE (Physical Education) lesson as I 
enjoy playing football. After school I 
would go to the internet café and 
order kimchi fried rice while playing ‘League of Legends’. I would 
spend my entire afternoon there as I am a professional gamer. In 
Korean culture during a meal, we need to eat at the same pace as 
other people sitting at the table so that we would all finish at the 
same time. We also need to chew our food with our mouth closed 
and must not make noises while chewing. We also need to say “jal 
meokkessumnida”, which means “I will enjoy the meal”, as a sign 
of respect to the host.

Back home in Gunsan, 
South Korea, I would 
shower first and then eat 
breakfast such as rice and 
soup. I would then get 
ready for school. I love to 
do PE but my least 

f a v o u r i t e s u b j e c t i s 
Mathematics. My favourite food is pork ribs. I enjoy 
eating spicy food and meat. After school I would go 
for my English tuition for 1 hour. After that I would go 
for my football training academy for 2 hours. My family 
really follows the Korean culture and it is important to 
respect the elderly and have good table manners. 
Buddhism and Christianity are the main religions. 
Buddhism is the religion in Korea that has the most 
followers and its teachings have a great impact on 
Korean lifestyle, culture and art. Yungdrung is a main 
symbol of Korean Buddhism and can be found in all 
temples and religious places in Korea. Festivals have 
great importance in Korean life. Korean festivals are 
full of life, colour and joy and they are celebrated 
throughout the year. Most celebrations and festivals 
are related to harvest and family. The Korean society 
depends on farming so many of their celebrations 
focus on events to pray for a good harvest. These 
events have gradually turned into popular celebrations 
and festivals held regularly in South Korea, like the 
Hanshi (Cold Food Festival) 
celebration, which marks 
the beginning of the 
farming season.

A special interview conducted by Boarders, Howard Lim (Year 10) and Choi Min Joon (Year 8). 

This year the majority of new foreign boarders coming into the boarding house are from South Korea. 
My roommate Lucas (Choi  Min Joon) and I (Howard Lim) decided to make friends with them and get 
to know them better.  

We wanted to learn and understand about their life in South Korea and their culture. We interviewed 3 
South Korean boarders: Kim Dong Gyu, Chung Jonguk and Lee Ju Hoon.

Lee Ju Hoon, MIS Year 7


